THE    GREAT   TUDORS
The Bishop inhibited Latimer from preaching in the
diocese, but Latimer, taking advantage of the Roman
administration, preached from the pulpit of his friend Dr.
Barnes, whose monastery, like many religious houses, was
exempt from episcopal jurisdiction.
At the same time Barnes preached a heretical sermon in
Cambridge in which he attacked Cardinal Wolsey savagely.
Brought before the Cardinal, Barnes made an abject recan-
tation, and in due course performed on Sunday morning the
ominous ceremony of carrying a faggot, walking at dawn
through crowded streets to Old St. Paul's, where he
" declared that he was more charitably handled than he
deserved, his heresies were so horrible and detestable."
Latimer's oratory at this time was mainly directed to
ethical teaching in straightforward, homely language: " He
spake nothing but it left as it were certain pricks or stings in
the hearts of his hearers." But the activities of Barnes had
compromised him, and in due course he was summoned to
an interview with the Cardinal,
" c Is your name Latimer? * asked Wolsey. c Yea,
forsooth.5 c You are of good years, nor no babe, but
one that should wisely and soberly use yourself . . . yet
it is reported to me that you are much infected with this
new fantastical doctrine of Luther . . . that you do
very much harm among the youth.'
" c Your grace is misinformed, for I ought to have
some more knowledge than to be so simply reported of,
by reason that I have studied in my time both the
ancient doctors of the Church, and also the school-
doctors.5
" * Marry that is well said. Mr. Doctor Capon, and
you Mr. Doctor Marshall, say you somewhat to Mr.
Latimer touching some question in Duns.5
" Whereupon," the report continues, " Dr. Capon
propounded a question. Mr. Latimer, being fresh then
of memory, and not discontinued from study as those
two doctors had been, answered very roundly; some-
what helping them to cite rightly. . . .
"The Cardinal, perceiving the ripe and ready
answering of Latimer, said: ' What mean you, my
masters, to bring such a man before me into accusation?
I had thought that he had been some light-headed
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